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 Abstract: The article presents, using faleristics, heraldry and 
sigillography, the “Star of Romania” Order in the ranks of Commander and 
Grand Cross conferred by Carol I, King of Romania, in 1913, to Rizo-
Rangabè Alexandre, first secretary of legation and to Venizelos Elefterios, 
the president of the Council of Ministers, Minister of War of Greece, as well 
as the “Crown of Romania” Order in the Grand Cross degree which was 
awarded, also in 1913, to General Alexandru Soutzo, from the Greek army. 
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On the occasion of the arrival in Bucharest of a Greek mission “for the 

notification of the accession to the throne of King Constantine”,1 composed of the 
former minister-president Teotoki, general Soutzo and secretary of legation Rangabè, 
King Carol I decorated the last two. 

Therefore, following the report of T. Maiorescu, president of the Council of 
Ministers, Minister of Foreign Affairs, chancellor of Orders, no. 16,168 from June 
1913,2 King Carol I signed in Bucharest, on July 9, 1913, decree no. 4,938, by which 
he conferred on Rizo-Rangabè Alexandre, first secretary of legation, the Order of the 
“Star of Romania” in the rank of Commander, with the right to wear the civil 
insignia.3 According to the certificate of receipt of the certificate of Commander of 
the Order of the “Star of Romania”, completed and signed in Athens on July 30, 1913, 
Alexandre Rizo-Rangabè was born on October 4, 1880, in Athens (Greece) and had 
his domicile in the same city.4 

Following the report of T. Maiorescu, President of the Council of Ministers, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chancellor of Orders, no. 16,170 from June 1913,5 King 
Carol I signed in Bucharest, on July 9, 1913, decree no. 4,934, by which he conferred 
on General Alexandru Soutzo, from the Greek army, the “Crown of Romania” Order 
in the Grand Cross rank.6 According to the certificate of receipt of the Grand Cross 
of the Order of the “Crown of Romania”, completed and signed in Athens on August 
22, 1913, Soutzo Alexandru was born on May 11, 1855, in Athens (Greece) and had 
his domicile in the same city.7 

Following the report of T. Maiorescu, President of the Council of Ministers, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chancellor of Orders, no. 17,912 of July 31, 1913,8 King 
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Carol I signed in Bucharest, on July 31, 1913, decree no. 5,148, by which he conferred 
on Venizelos Elefterios, the president of the Council of Ministers, Minister of War of 
Greece, the Order of the “Star of Romania” in the Grand Cross rank, with the right to 
wear civil insignia.9 By the same decree, the decoration, also in the rank of Grand 
Cross, was awarded to Ristitch Mihail, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the King of Serbia in Bucharest, and in the rank of Grand Officer 
to Politis Nicolas, professor of international law at the University of Paris. According 
to the certificate of receipt of the Grand Cross of the Order of the “Star of Romania”, 
completed and signed in Athens on 31 August / 13 September 1913, Venizelos 
Elefterios was born in La Canée (Crete) and had his domicile in Athens.10 

We present, using faleristics,11 heraldry,12 and sigilography,13 the description of 
honorary distinctions, as well as the graphic reproductions of documents and 
decorations that come from the Central National Historical Archives in Bucharest and 
from the Arad Museum Complex.14 

To reward the military and civil services rendered to the Romanian state, 
Carol I instituted, on May 10, 1877, the “Star of Romania” Order.15 According to the 
“Regulation for the implementation of the law relative to the establishment of the „Star of 
Romania‟ Order”,16 the “Star of Romania” Order  

 
is a cross of dark blue enamel, surrounded by rays, bearing the royal 
crown above. The center of the Cross, in the form of a medallion, is of 
red enamel, with the eagle on the front and the crown and royal figure 
on the reverse. Around the red enamel medallion, in front, is a circle of 
dark blue enamel, as above, on which is written the motto:17 IN FIDE 
SALUS (SALVATION IN FAITH). The dark blue enamel circle is also 
surrounded by a garland of green oak branches, which also surrounds 
the red enamel medallion on the reverse. The insignia of the Order are 
silver for the Knights and gold for the other ranks. Knights wear the 
Cross, with a diameter of 40 mm, suspended from a red milled ribbon 
with two dark-blue stripes on each edge, – the inner wide stripes, each 3 
mm and the outer ones (on the edge of the ribbon) 2 mm; Commanders 
also wear the Cross suspended from the same mottled red ribbon with 
dark blue stripes as above, but the Cross is 60 mm in diameter and the 
ribbon 45 mm wide and of a length equal to the circumference of the 
neck; Grand Crosses, wears a Cross like the Commander's Cross, but 
with a diameter of 70 mm and which is suspended, - under a bow in the 
form of a tie, - from the top of a milled red lens (cord) with dark blue 
stripes on each border, 100 mm wide band and of a length equal to the 
periphery of the bust of the body, and broad dark blue stripes, the inner 
ones 8 mm and the outer ones 5 mm. They also wear a plate like that of 
the Chief Officer, but with a diameter of 95 mm and on which, in the 
middle, a Cross is reproduced in relief, exactly like the Commander's. 
The cross at the top of the lens forms together with the plate and the 
lens the degree of Grand Cross.18 
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The “Crown of Romania” Order was established by law no. 1,244 of May 10, 
1881, with the aim of rewarding the services rendered to the state.19 According to the 
“Regulation for the implementation of the law relative to the establishment of the 
Order of the Crown of Romania”:20  

 
The „Crown of Romania‟ order is a cross with equal arms; each arm is 
of red enamel, having a stripe of white enamel round it; between the 
arms the figure of the king. In the center of the cross, front and back, 
is a red enamel medallion, with a white enamel circle around the 
medallion. On the red enamel, in front, is the royal crown, made of 
steel (made from the metal of one of the cannons taken as trophies 
from the enemy in the battle of Plevna on 28 November 1877), and 
on the white enamel circle is written, at the top: „PRIN NOI 

ÎNȘINE‟ (BY OURSELVES), and at the bottom: „14 MARTIE 1881‟ 
(14 MARCH 1881) (the date of the proclamation of the kingdom). 
The reverse (back) of the medallion bears writing, in the middle, on 
the red enamel, in a horizontal line: „10 MAI‟ (10 MAY) (the date of 
the coronation) and around, on the white enamel circle: „1866 – 1877 
– 1881‟ (the dates of the accession to the throne, the proclamation of 
Independence and, respectively, the proclamation of the kingdom). 
The royal figure, between the arms of the cross, as well as the mount 
of the cross, is silver for the Knights and gold for the other ranks. 
The Grand Cross plate, also with 8 clusters of rays, is 90 mm in size, 
with a cross similar to that of the Commander‟s reproduced in relief 
on it. In addition to the plate, the Grand Crosses also wear, under a 
bow in the form of a tie, from the tip of a ribbon (cord), a specific 
cross, 70 mm in size, which together with the plate and the ribbon 
forms the rank of Grand-Cross. The insignia of the Order of the 
Crown of Romania are hung from a dark blue ribbon, with a steel-
colored stripe on each edge – 6 mm wide stripe for Knights and 
Officers; of 8 mm for Commanders and Grand Officers and of 20 
mm for Grand Cross. The ribbon of the Grand Cross is 100 mm 
wide and of a length equal to the circumference of the bust. For 
soldiers, the insignia are the same as for civilians, without any 
distinction.21 
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Report of T. Maiorescu, President of the Council of Ministers, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Chancellor of Orders, no. 16,168 from June 1913. 
Source: Central National Historical Archives 
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Royal decree no. 4,938 of July 9, 1913. 

Source: Central National Historical Archives 
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Certificate of Rizo-Rangabé Alexandre receiving the certificate of Commander of the 

Order of the “Star of Romania”. 
Source: Central National Historical Archives 
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Order of the “Star of Romania” in the rank of Commander (without ribbon). 
Source: Arad Museum Complex 
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Royal decree no. 5,148 of  July 31, 1913 (first page). 

Source: Central National Historical Archives 
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Certificate of Venizelos Elefterios receiving the Grand Cross of the Order of the “Star 

of Romania”. 
Source: Central National Historical Archives. 
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Order of the “Star of Romania” in the Grand Cross rank. 

Source: Arad Museum Complex 
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Order of the “Star of Romania”, Grand Cross plate. 

Source: Arad Museum Complex 
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Report of T. Maiorescu, President of the Council of Ministers, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Chancellor of Orders, no. 16,170 from June 1913. 
Source: Central National Historical Archives. 
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Royal decree no. 4,937 of July 9, 1913. 

Source: Central National Historical Archives 
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General Alexandru Soutzo's certificate of receipt of the Grand Cross of the “Crown 

of Romania” Order. 
Source: Central National Historical Archives. 
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Order of the “Crown of Romania” in the Grand Cross rank. 

Source: Arad Museum Complex 
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Order of the “Crown of Romania”, Grand Cross plate. 

Source: Arad Museum Complex 
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